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Asia Pacific Overview

40% of the region 

or 700 million people do 

not have all-weather 

road access. 

80-90% 
of the poor live in rural 

areas in the regionôs 

major countries

62 member countries

12 land locked countries

4 billion people (61% of 
world population)

29% of world GDP

Unbalanced Development
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ESCAP Transport Division

Policy, Infrastructure, Facilitation
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Modes and Benefits

Ç Economic opportunities

Ç Poverty reduction

Ç Access to market, health, & education

Ç Employment generation

Ç Community empowerment

Ç Rural Access- More than Road

Ç Other forms of rural connectivity 

Ç Water transport

Ç Trails ad tracks

Ç Suspension bridges

Ç NMT and Intermediate Mode of transport

Ç Intermodal transfer facilities/hubs in sub 
urban areas

Well documented 

benefits
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Paved rural road ratio
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Rural road index

population living within 2 km (typically 20-25 minutesô 

walk) of all-weather road access 
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Rural Transport Policies

ÇMany countries in the region have focused rural 

transport strategies on:

×Expanding the existing rural road network

×Connecting  more rural and isolated 

communities

×Reducing travel time to nearest road head

×Rural-Urban connectivity (Feeder roads?)
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Still éissues and challenges remains

Ç Low priority: the further from towns and urban areas -
lower the importance

Ç Remote communities -challenging terrain - hills & 
mountains

Ç Lack of coherence between national and rural 
transport policy

Ç Economically viable? Funding for roads & maintenance
Ç Not well engineered and designed, quality of works
Ç Limited use of use of emerging technologies, 

guidelines, policy frameworks
Ç Limited capacities to plan and manage rural transport 
Ç Over use of heavy equipment - even they decide the 

road route 



Transport Modes for Rural -Urban Connectivity

RailRoad Inland 

waterway 

transport

Use 

modes of 

transport 

to their full 

potential

Intermodal 

transport



Considerations for Road Development

Road Safety Regulation Maintenance Transport 

Services
The Asia Pacific 

region accounts for 

58% of traffic 

fatalities worldwide.

Road safety and 

protection of VRU in 

road investment 

should be prioritized.

Regulation of 

intermediate modes 

of transport and 

transport services 

should be improved 

without 

compromising the 

mobility of rural 

inhabitants. 

Maintenance of new 

and existing roads is 

essential to the 

sustainability of road 

connectivity. There 

is a need for 

institutional capacity 

building to support 

this.

In order for road 

connectivity to reach 

the most vulnerable 

people accessible, 

affordable and safe 

transport services 

must be provided. 


