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China’s National Sword Policy
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China SwordWe still rely on outdated economic models and lazy practices.Recycled goods and products have to compete with virgin commodities and a ‘system’ that is highly geared to production and consumptionChina is tired of accepting waste. It has recently informed the WTO of their intention to reduce the import of these materials. The policy is in actual fact already being implemented resulting in lower commodity prices, internationally. Importer as are being held to account and imports have alredy been halted for some.



What can we do?
• Better and more complete Case studies- EXAMPLES
• EDUCATING Consultants and economists to understand and 

can apply this with businesses – Curriculum in Universities
• EMPLOY people who understand the problems and are 

prepared to work on and deliver solutions
• EMPOWER people to make the changes
• ENABLE better use of resources by building the infrastructure, 

the business models.
• ENCOURAGE with the use of incentives and disincentives.
• Allowing and fostering CREATIVITY.
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I guess the important learning over the past 30 or more years is that we must remain persistant.We also need to accept that this will take some time and energy. We need to share learnings and how outcomes have been achieved so the collective knowledge is built, and others can implement.Its ok to fail too. So long as we learn from the failure.



Summary

• We have started
• We need to be innovative
• We need more:

• Case studies
• Research
• Education
• Capacity
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This study has demonstrated that by beginning to implement a circular economy, South Australia could potentially decouple its economic growth and development from the consumption of finite resources. It shows that, even with a conservative modelling approach, potential benefits – in terms of jobs, greenhouse gas emissions and energy use – are substantial, and therefore worth understanding more and pursuing actively. It provides a potential vision for how South Australia could create jobs and reduce carbon emissions in an innovative and sustainable way. Environmentally extended input output modelling was selected to look at the big picture in a consistent way across all sectors. It provides insight into the structural changes that may result when the economy is rewired so that products, components and materials circulate effectively powered by more renewable resources. 
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